LEWIS   II, KING  OF BAVARIA

sure that I am acting in accordance with the ideas of your
Majesty, and of all German princes, if in our policy I
advocate the principle that Germany of her own will
should only take part in a war for the preservation of
undoubted German interests. As long as the Turkish
question develops within the frontiers of Turkey it touches,
in my most humble opinion, no German interests worth
fighting about. Even a conflict between Russia and one
or both of the Western Powers may develop without neces-
sarily drawing Germany into sympathising. But in this
matter much more difficulty is presented by the case of
Austria and Russia becoming disunited, and I hope that
the meeting of the two monarchs at Reichstadt may bear
good fruit in confirming their friendship. Happily the
Emperor Alexander wishes for peace and recognises that
Austria's situation in regard to the Southern Slavonic
movement is more difficult and more constraining than that
of Russia. For the latter foreign interests, for Austria
vital domestic interests, are at stake.
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Front King Lewis to Prince Bismarck

1 Hohenschwangau: July 16, 1876.

' I received with the greatest delight your news of the
obviously favourable course of the cure. I thank you
many times for the joyful tidings and heartily hope that
you may soon be free from the troublesome consequences
of the exhaustion due to the use of the Kissingen waters.                            |?

' I am also deeply obliged, my dear Prince, for your
clear exposition of the political situation. The far-seeing,
statesmanlike survey, which is noticeable in your views
regarding the position of Germany towards the present
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